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Sunday  Worship ,  Holy  Eucharist  10  am     

Healing Service First Sunday 

Adult Sunday School 9am ; Childrenôs Sunday School 9:30 am 

 

Why Go To Church 
 

 A common response to the question ñwhy donôt you go to Churchò is: 

Churchgoers pretend to be good for a few hours on Sunday morning but they are like 

everyone else the rest of the week.  

 A common misunderstanding about church is that it should somehow make 

us better people. It is not the action of going to church, but the encounter with God 

and others that changes our lives for the better. Many people who go to church do 

not understand this and thus do not seek to have life changing experiences through 

worship and church activities.  

 Christians are humans who believe that Jesus is God and that He has made us 

acceptable to Himself by paying the penalty for our sins on the cross.  Therefore, 

what makes Christians unique is not the outward appearance but what God has done 

on the inside by changing the soul and mind. Those who sincerely call upon Jesus to 

save them from their sins experience a spiritual birth that gradually transforms the 

mind and behavior conforming us to His will  

 Christians can be seen to be hypocrites more easily than someone who does 

not profess any beliefs because Christian standards are defined in the Bible, whereas 

personal standards can be changed to fit circumstances or are unknown to others. 

The bottom line is that all humans are hypocrites because we all fail to consistently 

live up to any standards of behavior that are defined. The difference is that Jesus for-

gives the hypocrisy of believers and has sent His Holy Spirit to guide and transform 

those who know Him as Savior and confess Him as Lord.  

 Many profess that Church is unnecessary since private prayer and Bible 

study can be done without others.  While this is true the Bible says that believers 

must not keep apart from other believers. It is true that we are influenced and be-

come like the people we associate with. Also, by getting together, common beliefs 

are affirmed and ways to overcome problems are shared. There are three spiritual 

pillars to have a strong Christian life: personal prayer, Bible study and fellow believ-

ers. To rely on less than all three is like trying to sit on a one or two-legged stool. 

Three legs are needed for a firm foundation and proper function.  

 Holy Scripture instructs us to be in relationship with other believers. If we 

are part of Christ's body, we will recognize our need to fit into the body of believers. 

The church is the place where we come together to encourage one another as mem-

bers of Christ's body. Together we fulfill an important purpose in Godôs plan. 

http://christianity.about.com/od/newchristians/a/misconceptions.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/churchandcommunity/a/thechurch.htm
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O Yeah,  

O Yeah,  

O Yeah! 
 

Be it know to 

all parishioners 

that we will convene at Camp 

Allen site 3A Friday September  

16th, through Sunday Septem-

ber 18th.  For a cheap weekend 

of eating, drinking, cooking, 

bussing, frolicking, worshiping, 

fishing, cricket, swimming, trail-

ing, arts, crafts and, if time per-

mits, sleeping! [the latter in dor-

mitories fitted with sumptuous  

double level bunks] 

Father Robert will celebrate the 

Eucharist by the lakeside cross.  

Parishioners not attending may 

be displayed in stocks Sunday 

morning Sept. 18th on the church 

lawn. 

Cost for this revelry  will be 

$50.00 per adult, $20.00 per 

child under 16, $25.00 per off 

site campers, $10.00 Saturday 

one day visitors, children under 

one year free. 

Paying guests and children are 

welcome. 

Be sure to bring your favorite 

single bedding, blankets, pillows 

and cases, towels, soap, sham-

poos, robes, gowns, drinks, 

cookies, cakes [to share if you 

wish], swim suits, flashlights, 

reading material and of course 

clothing [this ainôt no nudist 

gathering!] 

A sign up sheet is posted by the 

coffee pot in the Parish Hall. 

 .   

Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer Schedule 
 

   

   Reader ñAò  Reader ñBò  Chalice 

 

Sept 4   Ardoin   Ardoin   Ardoin  

Sept 11  Tarver   Dodds   Ardoin 

Sept 18  Tippen   Copus   MP 

Sept 25  Collins, D  Dohle   Collins 

 

Fun in  

the Sun  

Sarah and Nick 

McIntyre, Chris 

Felder, John 

Leavey , friends 

and students  

won the sand  

building contest 

at Bryan Beach 

this summer  

 Greeters 

 
Sept 4 JoAnn Mayo 

Sept 11 Mescal Steele 

Sept 18 JoAnn Mayo 

Sept 25 Mescal Steele 

 Fish Fry and Bazaar 
 

Preparations are well under way for ñThe Bobby Stovall Memo-

rial Fish Fry, Bazaar and Silent Auctionò, Saturday October 

29th.  This is a major outreach ministry for St. Paulôs, All pro-

ceeds from this event go back into the community to local chari-

ties.  Keep on the lookout in your pewsheets, emails, etc for more 

information on meetings, times.   

 

The deadline for submitting  contri-

butions for the newsletter is the 20th 

of the month.  Please email articles, 

pictures, links, etc to  

 stpaulsfreeport@gmail.com  , 

phone/fax 979-233-3673 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Christian Education is at 

the very heart of the church and 

a lifelong process in which all 

of us are continually learning 

and growing in our relationship 

with God. Bringing life to the 

word of Christ and his teachings 

is our most important outreach 

ministry here at St Paulôs. We 

are dedicated to the spiritual 

health of our parish family, from 

the youngest to the oldest. 

 This year under the con-

tinuing guidance and direction 

of Lauren and Patrick Kersey 

the youth Sunday school plans 

to embark on a memory verse 

theme.  Lauren says, ñWe hope 

to teach the children a different 

memory verse each Sunday with 

a hands-on craft that each of the 

kids can participate in. The craft 

can then be taken home to the 

parents where the child can 

share what they learned that 

day.  This year we have a brand 

new table and chair set that we 

hope will accommodate an in-

creasing number of children that 

come each Sunday.ò  As a 

young couple they dedicate 

themselves to providing an ac-

tive, engaging place for the chil-

dren to learn about God and liv-

ing the Christian life.  It is their 

goal to teach our children bible 

stories, customs of the Episco-

pal Church, prayers, church 

songs, building a ñsecond fam-

ilyò of friends at church, in a 

loving, enjoyable atmosphere.   

 Our Adult Christian Edu-

cation class, faithfully presented 

by Salim Zabana,is studying the 

Acts of the Apostles ñHow early 

workers of the church  con-

verted people to Christianityò. 

Zabana said in class they òHave 

in depth study, Question and 

Answer sessions, they dig 

deepò.  (After the first of the 

year the ACE class will be 

studying the book of Job 

ñPatienceò How God likes it 

and rewards you for it.)  Salim 

brings a uniqueness to his class-

room in that he and his wife Ha-

yah came from the Holy Land. 

Many of the places they read 

about and study , he has actually 

been to, seen, and interacted 

with the local population.  Ar-

riving to Texas in the early 

1970ôs , he credits one of his 

students Faia Demain with get-

ting him started in teaching 

Sunday School, first with the 

youth of the church then later 

the adults.  Zabana says that 

even as a teacher when they 

study different books of the bi-

ble he is always discovering 

something new in Godôs word, 

ñItôs aliveò. He feels very fortu-

nate to be part of ñThe life of 

the church, the fellowship, shar-

ing and caring, he relates it to 

how the early Christians lived, 

how they loved and shared in 

Godôs promise.  It all brings us 

together to make us a familyò. 

 A very special thanks to 

our teachers, parents, students 

and all our church family for 

their prayers, attendance and 

support in this most vital part of 

St Paulôs. Our future, for the 

church and as Christians, lies 

not only in the education of our 

youth, but the ongoing seeking/

searching delving in to Godôs 

word, Christôs teachings as 

adults . For who will teach, but 

those that have been taught? 

 

Sunday School for the youth be-

gins at 9:30 am Sundays.   

Adult classes are Sundays at 

9:00am 

Bring the children to hear and 

learn the Good News of Christ 

and stay yourself to be filled 

with the love and hope of the 

Holy Spirit.  

September Birthdays 

Richard Campbell  9-1 

Robert Dohle  9-4 

Phil Brooks   9-5 

Joyce Vittitow  9-5 

JoAnn  Mayo  9-8 

Gloria Turk   9-9 

C.C. Burton   9-14 

Tricia Dohle   9-22 

Nilda Gemignani  9-22 

Mackenzie Neal  9-24 

Gerald Copus  9-26 

Kali Taylor Neal  9-28 
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Sunday School kick off.  A great time was had by all.  


